CREATIVE   AND   CONSTRUCTIVE   ACTIVITIES

postman, policeman or bus driver to the school to tell
the children something about his work.

At some point the interest will touch writing, reading
or number, e.g. in connection with the postman's work,
the children may learn how to write a letter, while
buying and selling bus tickets will give practice in
dealing with money when a "bus-riding" activity is at
its height.

3. Development of an Interest in the
Environment as a whole

For children of seven to eight years who have had
the experience of the bold constructive work suggested
above, a study involving the planning and setting up
of a small-scale model of the surrounding neighbour-
hood may well follow.

We shall often see the beginnings of this interest in
the children's use of their floor building material. They
lay out roads, build houses, shops and garages with
bricks or waste material; collect small objects, such as
toy models of people, trees, cars, horses and carts,
and play out*the life that they see going on around
them.

At this age, the child's interest seems to undergo a
change; he no longer wants the large house or shop
of the earlier stage, but rather collections of smaller
objects which he, as "Master of the Ceremonies," can
manipulate.

99